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An eye on education
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THE Caribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ) Academy for Law’s mandate
is to provide informative and in-
novative perspectives on the rules
and the roles of law, particularly
international law.

Additionally, the Academy
provides a platform for examining
court administration and encour-
aging best practices in the judicial
administration of justice.

Since its inception, according to
chairman of the Academy, Justice
Winston Anderson, “it (Academy)
has been quite effective, given the
limited resources and limitations
under which it has operated”.

Anderson chairs the Academy’s
management committee, which in-
cludes Justice Jacob Wit, registrar
and marshal Jacqueline Louella
Graham and executive assistant
Susan Medina.

In an interview with the Express
on Friday, Anderson said, “The
Academy began life in 2010, under
the title of the Caribbean Academy
for Law and Court Administration
(CALCA). The original focus was
to heighten the appreciation of in-
ternational law among legal practi-
tioners to support the operation of
the trade dispute jurisdiction of the
court.”

Anderson added that in resolv-
ing trade disputes between mem-
ber states of Caricom, the court is
obliged by treaty to apply rules of
international law.

“But we soon found that many
of the lawyers appearing before us
were not as familiar with interna-
tional law as they were with tradi-
tional areas such as criminal law,
property law, constitutional law or
commercial law.

“CALCA sought to remedy this
deficit by holding lectures, work-
shops, and conferences on various
aspects of international law, espe-
cially international trade law. Thus
the biennial conference was born.”

He said, over the past nine
years, the Academy has diversified
into other areas of the law.

“We have taken the biennial
conference to other Caricom coun-
tries (such as Jamaica in 2018) as
well as, to non-Caricom countries
(such as St Maarten in 2016). In
February 2018, we incorporated as
a non-profit and changed the name
to the CCJ Academy for Law to em-
phasise the umbilical connection to
the court as its educational arm.”

The chairman noted that by
erecting a firewall between the
court and the Academy “makes for
greater autonomy and transpar-
ency, particularly regarding fund-
raising. However, the continued
close relationship with the court
is emphasised by the fact that the
president of the court remains the
patron of the Academy. Our Emi-
nent Caribbean Jurists Awards Cer-
emony to recognise and celebrate
the work of prominent Caribbean

LIFETIME AWARD: Justice Adrian Saunders, president, Caribbean Court of Justice,
presents Judge Anthony Lucky with the Lifetime Award at the Inaugural Eminent
Caribbean Jurists Awards held at the Hyatt Regency, Port of Spain.
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judges and legal practitioners got
off to a spectacularly successful
start last Monday and we hope it
goes from strength to strength.”

On October 7, the Academy
hosted an awards ceremony which
saw 18 jurists inducted into the
Eminent Caribbean Jurists Hall
of Fame. Five of whom repre-
sented the most outstanding and
long-serving honourees and were
conferred with lifetime awards.
The awardees were: Trinidadian
judge Anthony Lucky, Sir Shridath
Ramphal (Commonwealth of Na-
tions); Judge Patrick Robinson (In-
ternational Court of Justice), Am-
bassador Dr Bertrand Ramcharan
(United Nations Refugee Office)
and Prof Duke Pollard (Caribbean
Court of Justice).

Reluctance of states
to accept CCJ

Questioned about his views on
the reluctance of several Caricom
states to accept the C(CJ as its final
appellate court, despite having the
experienced manpower and not-
withstanding the Privy Council sig-
nalling the Caribbean is equipped
to handle its judicial affairs, Ander-
son indicated he preferred “if all

member states honoured their trea-
ty commitment and accepted the
appellate jurisdiction of the Court.

“If I thought more advocacy
would help, I would join that ef-
fort. However, there are, I think,
some deep-seated issues at play
which are outside my expertise
and over which I have no real
control. For that reason I prefer
to focus on the things I do have
some control over, such the ju-
dicial work of the court and my
work with the Academy.”

To date, four Caricom states
(Belize, Guyana, Barbados and
Dominica) have replaced the Judi-
cial Committee of the Privy Council
with the CCJ. The CCJ’s headquar-
ters is located on Henry Street, Port
of Spain.

Court administration

“With the age of globalisation,
court administration has been an
issue of contention among some
Caribbean states throughout the
years, how exactly has the Acad-
emy addressed such issues?” the
Express asked.

Stating that court administra-
tion is on the Academy’s agen-
da, Anderson said thus far it has

not been tackled.

“I know there are international
associations dedicated to the en-
hancement of court administration
(such as the International Associ-
ation of Court Administrators or
IACA) and I imagine that interven-
tion in this area would benefit from
collaboration with such associa-
tions and close coordination with
court administrators and registrars
in the region. That is certainly an
area to consider for future activity.”

Additionally, he said, the situ-
ation has improved considerably,
since in early days, “when there
was a clear deficit in appreciation
of international law and interna-
tional legal procedures in the ar-
guments and submissions made to
the court.

“These days the arguments are
much more grounded in the tenets
of international law. International
law cases and treaties are cited and
discussed much more authorita-
tively and the arguments are now
more nuanced and sophisticated.
We would like to think that the
biennial conference and other ac-
tivities of the Academy have some-
thing to do with this improvement.”

Partnering with the
Caribbean Public Health
Agency (CARPHA)

The Academy has also part-
nered with CARPHA in a bid to
allow the insertion of legal prin-
ciples into the public health dis-
cussions. CARPHA is a single,
regional, public health agency
for the Caribbean. It was legal-
ly established in July 2011 by an
inter-governmental ~ agreement
signed by Caricom  member
states. It was established to build
member states’ capacity to pre-
vent disease and promote health
and wellness through leadership,
partnership and innovation in
public health.

“We have partnered with
CARPHA on a number of initi-
atives relating, for example, to
the reduction of non-communi-
cable diseases in the region. The
incidence of childhood obesity
is intolerably high and we have
catalysed discussions on issues
surrounding the levels of sugar
in foods, especially foods mar-
keted to children.”

Anderson said, “Issues of mar-
keting and labelling loom large
here,” and, as a result, “We are
working with CARPHA on issues
related to acceptance and imple-
mentation of World Health Or-
ganisation Convention relating to
tobacco.

“We also plan to consider how
best to contribute to a discus-
sion on reduction of crime and
criminality, especially among our
young adults. Mental illness and
suicide are other issues we hope
to provide a forum in which pol-
icymakers can undertake useful
discussions,” he added.

Academy'’s plans for 2020

NEXT year the Academy will host
its biennial conference in Port of
Spain, hopefully, Anderson indicat-
ed this will be “in conjunction with
the Law Association”.

Consideration is being given for
the theme, "Law in the Digital Age”.

“We will probably continue our
partnership with the General Le-
gal Council of Jamaica, as regards
the conference. At present we are
considering organising under the
theme of Law in the Digital Age".

“In the earlier part of the year
(April/May) the Academy plans to
partner with The Hague Conference
to put on a two-day Workshop in
Port of Spain aimed at sensitising
stakeholders to the importance of
accepting and implementing com-
mercial treaties. It has been esti-
mated that faithful implementation
of these international agreements
could increase GDP by around five
per cent. In the end the decision on
whether to accept a convention is
a matter for the Executive and the
Academy'’s role is simply to facili-
tate a discussion around this top-
ic among regional policymakers,”
Anderson said.

Towards the end of January, the
Academy will participate in the in-
auguration of the Caribbean Com-
munity Administrative Tribunal
(CCAT) in Guyana.

“The CCAT will allow members
of staff of Caricom institutions to
take employment grievances to an
independent tribunal for resolu-
tion. At present those staff mem-
bers have no recourse outside
their institutions because local
courts have no jurisdiction over
the institutions.”

The Academy chair said the in-
itiative is aimed at finding a way
around institutional immunity and
thus giving employees access to
justice.

The Academy will also be hav-
ing its second Eminent Caribbean
Jurists Awards ceremony, on the
first Monday in October.

“This time the focus will likely
be on pioneering Caribbean wom-
en jurists. In a profession that was
until recently male-dominated, it
will be fascinating to explore how
women found their niche and
made their mark in various areas
of endeavour where competence
in the law is required or highly use-
ful.”

Adding that women jurists have
made great strides in practice, on
the Bench, in academia, business
(eg, as corporate secretaries);
politics (heads of governments or
heads of state), etc, it will also be
fascinating to hear of the challeng-
es faced by these women and how
they dealt with them.

“As with this year, the Academy
will probably stage a fun and fund-
raising dinner the day following the
ceremony.”




